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Gaming PC for $1000

 
Have you always wanted to build a gaming PC to play the latest 3D games or do 
heavy processing like video editing? Well, a powerful computer is a must. 

This article shows you how you can build a gaming PC for just $1000. Please note, 
however, that the price does not include a monitor, though. This is usually not a 
problem - you can just salvage your old PC. 

One thing you will learn is that we don't have to accept poor components just 
because our budget is low.

Let's get started. But before you start to build a gaming PC, you need to know 
where to buy your components. You want a retailer that has a wide variety of 
computer parts and excellent good customer service. 
 

Step 1: Choose a Processor

The first thing you need to do is to choose a CPU for your gaming PC. Now I reckon 
that one of the best value-for-money processors out there is the Athlon 64 3500+. 
 

Step 2: Choose a Graphics Card

Right, next we need to look for a graphics card. This is a critical decision when you 
build a gaming PC. A list of good performance video cards can be found here. 
However, I personally choose the GeForce 7800 GT card to be our choice in building 
this rig. This category of cards retails for about $380 in the market. 
 

Step 3: Choose a Motherboard

Alrighty then, the motherboard is next. When you build a gaming PC, remember that 
the motherboard is one of the most important components. Which one do you 
choose? Well, the MSI K8N Neo4 SLI motherboard, available for about $123, is a 
very good choice. It has all the features you need, including a nForce4 SLI chipset. 
This comes with an extra PCI Express slot should you want to upgrade in future. 
 

Step 4: Choose Memory

For performance, a lot of memory is needed. I’d say that around 1GB of Corsair 
ValueSelect DDR400 would suffice for our system. This is selling at around $90. 
 

Step 5: Choose a Hard Drive
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To build a gaming PC, we need lots of hard drive space for storing our games, 
videos, photos and music files. One of the best deals I’ve found is the Maxtor 
DiamondMax 10 6L300S0 – it gives you a whopping 300 GB. What’s more, its SATA 
enabled too. This goes for around $135. 
 

Step 6: Choose a Case

We’re almost there. A good case and a associated power supply is also needed to 
build a gaming PC. I tend to lean towards a RAIDMAX Cobra case. This sells for 
about $45 and comes with a powerful 420W power supply unit. 
 

Step 7: Choose a DVD Drive

The last step is to choose a DVD drive. I’d reckon that a good DVD drive is the NEC 
ND-3520A drive. It’s not a writer – only a DVD-ROM. This unit sells at around $42. 
 

Conclusion

Well, that’s it! Total price of the components above? Just over $1000. I hope this 
article has shown you the ingredients to build a gaming PC on a budget. Trust me, 
this system ain’t no pushover. It can perform. Try it out and let me know the results.

Want To Upgrade to A 19" LCD Monitor?

The Planar PE1901 is a 19 inch LCD monitor that features an 
ultra-thin design and exceptional visual performance. If you're 
thinking of stepping up to a 19-incher, the Planar PE1901 stands 
above the rest in image quality and value. This monitor also 
includes the eTrust Internet Security Suite software which 
provides protection against viruses and other online threats. 

 

Related Articles

You may also wish to read the following related articles:

How to choose a good CPU for your computer 
A guide to choosing computer motherboards 
A guide to choosing the best desktop computer system 
A simple guide to setting up your own wireless network 
Some information on choosing a good CD, DVD or hard drive
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